(with affectionate acknowledgement te our old friend, the §ovon in the Sukkah)

A summary of a sermon presched at
the Wellesley College Chapel,
Wellesley, Hassachusettis
February 1, 1971
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iy Valentine's Day, friends, until recently Saint Valentine's Day,

Church holiday, but now once again becoming, as in former times, purely a fine
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folk festival: the traditicnal mating day of birds (and humsns too) in the

o

Fnglish folk calendar,

New=Gt. Valentine is pasty
these wood=birds but to couple nown

Ty

=== ifidsummer Nishts Dream

peak znd say,
. ol my senténce mm I pray,

know welly how on 5%. Velentine's Tays
/ my statute and through m ;averpauﬂees
doe chese vour
ith hem as I pricke
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~«w$;aucer 1)
It iss then, approppiate, isn't it, that our text today be not Scriptural

verse bu$ symbolic vision: CUPID.

e,

The Cupid I refer to is the
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ar classical figure of erotic power,
Often winged, somedimes a boy, in later times a babys he was in earlier greek
ages rather phallic in representation, and was identified with Dionysus while

frequently associating with Aphrodite, In short, a fine pagan symbol,
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3o what kind of "text® is a Ppagan symool® for s Judaeo=Christian service?
Franklysamore appropriate one tham it would first seem. For Cupid is not
exclusively a pagan symbol, He appears on Jewish sarcophagi in Home, on

paintings in Jewish catacombs in Fome, and most signitficantly, above &he door

(1)cited in John Brand?s Popular Antiquities of Great Britain




ol the synagogue remains at Capernaume-—and above ihe mainc door at that!

s

So if palestinian Jews of the first cantury found it fitting %0 go to

i

a shul where they were greeted each time by Cupidts form, the mwzued one is

not to be entirely dismissed from Jewis ris$ian religious eonsideration.

finat, then, is the significance ol this ilgure in (reco-koman times?

might he be saying ss he stands there in bas relief above the entrance

way? The late Professor mrwin Goodencugh's fine and suggestive treatment of

re 1s most helpiul %o our hearing Cupid's message---and an
interesting message it is, (2)
In what does it consist?

& A) Love intoxicates

Cupids often are represented holding cupsy; are often associsted with

Dionysus, and suggest at one level that love intoxica ites, This is true, is it

a veritabie drunkennsss

not? Giddiness, faintness, a sense of bedazzl

7 attested in liberature.

L0VE,e, o TUIT yOULR ayes
i ﬁzd a arunk with 1uvee"
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touched by lovels own secret)we, like homing

iE(
through welcoming sweet miracles of air
(ar

nd joyiully all truths of wing resuming)
selves, into infinite tomorrow steerw
———@, @, Cumnings

It is, Iriends, the trip of trips, not vet illegalized by

and perhaps even beyond their reach. Love is, indeed, an intoxicant,

may make it sound like a personal luxury, a frill, =n indulgence
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an g personal necessity., And necessity it is, for it offers

prwin H. (oodencugh: Jewish Symbols in the OGreco-Roman Feriocd, Wol. 8, ppe 3=21




B) ke elease drom tne hell of isolation

X *it 1% ? yauc thi

feaus. For those myths
son 1t bg a certain divine chancs, whe
‘ : ‘ u$ of Hades into the
is they do 0T KNoWe oo
—==Plutarch, Amatorius, 17

(quoted in Goodenough, italics mine)
Tris notion is not only Greek, Iong established in the Babbinic tradition
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for a man to be alonen (genesis 2:18)

ation is to live "without joy, without blessing,
58" (Yebamot 62b)

bbinic legend similsr to the (reek re portec in Flstos

Saia H »r«rOfﬁ$a¢ gessemg
At the ti ¥ dlessed be He, created the/8u R
that r@“”@ﬁ was Ci@ﬂteﬂ androgynous, as is writtens

“Bale and Female c'eated He Theme
Sald Habbl Shimon ben Gamliiels
At the time when the He Lj Une, Blessed be iley, created the Primordisl Persony
that Person was created with two faces (one male, one female),
That Person was then cut in two, and separatede.
w==pereshit Labbah, 831

Could it be better said than by cummings?
onets not half twe, 1tts two

h@lve% of onec
ves reintegrating,
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only right bubt wondrouss

whatts wholly
marvellous my

Darling
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e Itts we)
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The poets celebrate, and rightlys the mirac®e and wonder of union, of
re-uniting, but it is against a keen swareness of the darkness and the

difiiculty of it all,

ﬁ?&??i@ with = %her man's intimate need
rehensis wavering, and misty are

1t of the stars and the

is as if loneliness were a hard and
wition of gyxsteﬁce, the envelope of flesh and blood

our eyes are Iixed melts before the cutstrdched hand,

remains only the ecapricious, unconsolable, and slusive

Sﬁl?lﬁ tx at @n eye can follow, no hand can grasp.

===Jjozsgph Conrad, lord Jim (end Che
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Conrad's scbering and poisnant words are far from wWrong. Smaell wondsr,

then, that poets and aneéients

ed to be reminded by Cupid that
somehow, by whatever miracle not fully understood, “there is fer lovers a

way up oub of Hades into the lightew

they were socizl as well,

"The 3&%3’
who were
marrawg d
understandi
e Ieco

love is net only that it m
afiable, but that %t %a&@o a
ané Aljwaaotten o

The persons who will ssve us, who will usher in the Ixes naw socletyy

narrow, constricted, often hate-filled reverse copies of

today?s destroying spirits. lLove may not be all we need, but neither is it

entirely beside the point. And it may be no scecident that a poet of love
and celebration like Dan Rerrigan, the loveliest leprechsun #his side of

anywhere, found it preferable to burn papers rather than persons,

it also seems appropriate, especially on Valentine's Day, to recall

reat lover ol the ¥iddle gges, Peter Abelard,

"Was the only leasder in the tpss who ventured to

thought the ancients, were not simply persona




And ior

menedictine a

"abelard

It is nice 1o think that the love of
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"asttack, épenly, the antismJewish tradition of Christendom.
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a@tac ked the tradition st its root. He said the Jewish
peoplie were not responsible for the death of (hristeco™

thds he was bitterly cridicized by other churchmen, including the

thon of a Iiterary “istorv of France {1789), who opined:
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Gurope and the Jews

the world go ‘round
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last element of Cupid's message should be mentioc
ooodt 1s love which the worid go round.
meaning oi work = ay alike, the wource
its %@au‘g. Love 1s capricicus, oiten nm
mzking, the pbcture tell us, but s%ill the o
element in all activity.
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motive force was a common cbservation, an

s Agapes or anything

Eabbl Nahman bsr Shmuel bar Nsh
to have saide

"Behold, it was good" refers to theVgood impul
fgehold, it was very good® refers to %he”ev 1
But is the Yevil impulseﬂ indeed “very g
Yes, Were it not for the libide (yetzer hare
house, wed, conceive and bear children, eng
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1seh(yetzer hatov)
ﬂgugge“(Jetzaz har
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It isy I think, fair in the above to onstrue® yetzer hars® as referring to

the erot

Ero

crowings

ic oxr libidinal., And

s the Tempter stopped fumetioning, hens stopped laying, cocks ceased
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and the world nsarly came tw a halte
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Shmuel bar Nahman
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The drawing of Cupid, f“ﬂm an
early Jewlsh sarcophagus fragment

%uﬁé in the cataco

Small wonder, then, that s force which intoxicated, which rescued

Irom the hell of mean sculs with grace

seen as a fitting representabtion to place above the main entrance of the
Synagogue atl Capernaum. JFor love was regarded as "the saving forcee.or
what releases the saving force of fod's nature,® {(Philo)
And considering the associstion of the Cupid figures with the themesof
and eternity

immortality/through the sarcophagl, some Jews of that time might even have

cneurred with e.e Cummings’t proclamation that

placed Cupid

at thelr portal to prayer, ¢ him, would even

agree,; on a day such as this

trust your hesrt
if the seas catch fire
(and live by love

though the stars
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Bos éa.tv T@rl@ﬁiag
as execubed by Alison Orr.




